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Sunday Service: Sunday 29th March 2020 
 

Good Morning, and welcome to our second at home, church service.  

Perhaps stop before you start; make sure you are comfortable, make yourself a 

hot drink, leave distractions to one side and feel relaxed as we consciously enter 

into the presence of God. Our first song is “O church arise.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A98YQHG8tLY  

Church is an interesting concept, we erroneously think it of as our building and 

indeed, I am as guilty as anyone, in saying that currently the church is shut. The 

church is NOT shut, the church can NEVER shut, although the building may be. The 

church continues to have a purpose to play, 

Eph 3:10 so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made 

known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 

Wow!, do you ever see St George’s Street, as that? Or yourself as being part of 

this? Of course, this isn’t simply us, on our own but His corporate, universal 

church, the body and bride of Christ. 

Notices 

Open the Book have received a very complimentary letter from Bollinbrook School as 

they suspended their service there. Further an article will be appearing in their “in-

house,” magazine acknowledging our Christmas Tree Appeal and procuring 15 Lion 

Bibles. 

The decision has been taken to cancel the usual activities around Christian Aid week. 

We can imagine the knock on effect this will have on this work, which this year was 

to focus on Kenya’s water shortage and famine. Further details will follow in due 

course about an alternative appeal. However, on top of this Kenya is suffering under 

a plague of locusts, coronavirus is present, these are dreadful times for this 

impoverished nation. We can still support this work, through their website;   

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week 

And of course, during this strange and challenging time remember to look out for 

each other, heeding the advice given to us by our Government about self-isolation 

and social distancing. For obvious reasons, I don’t propose doing visits but am happy 

to do shopping, and doorstep chats. My number is 07595 728739, and on that 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A98YQHG8tLY
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week
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subject, please endeavour to call each other, to those we know well, and those we 

barely know, to support and encourage each other. 

Let us Pray Together. 

Our God and Father we thank you for your faithfulness to us, we thank you for our 

salvation brought about the obedience of Jesus and we thank you for your Spirit, our 

Comforter. We pray that in this time of trouble we would be especially aware of His 

presence with us, as we find challenges on every hand. Help us, our Father to remain 

faithful through these challenges 

We pray too Father, that we might all be kept safe and well and protected from this 

virus that has blighted, not only our country but it appears every country in the 

world. We of course, pray that in your will this scourge will be removed. 

Help us to us these times, by our actions to testify of your greatness and love, and 

that through us, Your church, Your manifold wisdom might be made known to those 

is high places. 

As we spend some time, reflecting on Your word and hearing these songs, we pray 

that you would bless us, and encourage us, recharge our batteries for the daily issues 

we experience in isolating and distancing, and help us to be aware of those more 

vulnerable around us, that Your light might be seen in us, as we ask this in Jesus, 

name. Amen 

We have been leading up to recently in our studies of End Times, this concept of 

the Church Age. This we have suggested is a hiatus between Daniel’s 69th week, 

which ended with the cutting off, of the Anointed One. The Church Age is in 

effect, the Day of Salvation. 

2Co 6:2 For he says, “In a favourable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I 

have helped you.” Behold, now is the favourable time; behold, now is the day of 

salvation. 

As we have considered these words from the Lord Himself in Matthew 24, and 

from Daniel we want to bring in alongside this, another piece of this puzzle the 

book of Revelation, a book dealing with things that will be hereafter.  

Rev 1:19 "Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place 

later. 
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There is no doubt in my mind that the things that will take place are those we will 

read about from chapter 4. Where the book is opened by the breaking of seals, 

and each seal brings one calamity after another upon the earth. This is surely the 

time of tribulation, mention by the Lord in Matthew, or in Daniel’s parlance the 

70th week will enter with. We remember that during this time, an antitype of 

Antiochus Epiphanes will make a covenant with many, leading to the abomination 

that causes desolation halfway through this week. Indeed, it is my contention that 

we are currently experiencing the precursor of this, in the birth-pains we are 

seeing around us. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rAE0vUurnUM  

Now before we get to Revelation chapter 4, and that will be our next focus in the 

weeks ahead, we have to consider the seven churches that appear in chapters 2 

and 3. John is instructed; 

Rev 1: 11  saying, “Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to 

Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to 

Philadelphia and to Laodicea.” 

It is my intention this morning to consider the first four of these churches, 

Ephesus through to Thyatira. Picking up on the next three churches, next time, 

probably the last Sunday in April. 

Now much has been made, of what these churches represent. Firstly, though 

these were seven real, late 1st century churches, and the message written in the 

book and passed to them was a pertinent message, or if you want an epistle to 

them, as much as are the books of Ephesians or Galatians. However, it has also 

been suggested that these seven churches represent seven distinct periods within 

the church age. 

This has been further refined by some to suggest that the four churches of 

chapter 2, had distinct end points and that the three in chapter 3, while having 

distinctive start points in history, are typical of types of church that continue until 

the end of the church age. We look at this next time, but the clue to them 

continuing to the end of time, is that the sixth church at Philadelphia, will be kept 

from the “hour of trial,” and this is the first hint we have of the concept of the 

“rapture.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rAE0vUurnUM
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Schofield in his Bible footnotes suggest that these chapters have a four-fold 

application. 

Firstly, they were applicable to those churches, at that place, at that time. 

Secondly, they may have some prophetical and historical element as suggested 

above. Thirdly we should apply them as yardsticks to our churches today and 

finally as individuals how do we compare to the observations made on these 

churches. 

For the sake of brevity, I am only listing the text concerning two of the churches, 

those at Ephesus, the first and the fourth, Thyatira. Although if you have time, you 

might consider reading the whole of Revelation 2, noting the pattern of the words 

used to these churches. 

I am hoping to have the accompanying notes, available on the website in due 

course, to continue the notes already distributed. 

Revelation 2:1 ¶ “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words of him 

who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden 

lampstands. 

2  “‘I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you 

cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who call themselves 

apostles and are not, and found them to be false. 

3  I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name’s sake, and you 

have not grown weary. 

4  But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. 

5  Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works 

you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its 

place, unless you repent. 

6  Yet this you have: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 

7  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the 

one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of 

God.’  
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Rev 2: 18 ¶  "To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: These are the words of 

the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like 

burnished bronze. 

19  I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance, and 

that you are now doing more than you did at first. 

20  Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who 

calls herself a prophetess. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual 

immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols. 

21  I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling. 

22  So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit 

adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways. 

23  I will strike her children dead. Then all the churches will know that I am he 

who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you according to your 

deeds. 

24  Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her 

teaching and have not learned Satan’s so-called deep secrets (I will not impose 

any other burden on you): 

25  Only hold on to what you have until I come. 

26  To him who overcomes and does my will to the end, I will give authority over 

the nations— 

27  ‘He will rule them with an iron sceptre; he will dash them to pieces like 

pottery’— just as I have received authority from my Father. 

28  I will also give him the morning star. 

29  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tOFKQzTmUck  

The first church, at Ephesus, and we will see a pattern emerging is commended for 

their work, labour and patience. They are a hard-working church, determined to 

hold onto the truth.  Also, in their favour they are said to hate the work of the 

Nicolaitans. It is said by some, that the Nicolaitans were a Christian sect derived 

from Nicolas. A man chosen out as a deacon for the waiting on tables, along with 

Stephen and Philip. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tOFKQzTmUck
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Ac 6:5  And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a 

man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and 

Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 

Historians say that his wife was so beautiful, that he abandoned her so that others 

would physically enjoy her beauty. This commenced a sect, where debauchery was 

commonplace, and the practice of the (Gentile) cult prostitutes started to find its 

way into the Christian church. Unlike the later church at Pergamos / Pergamum it 

is to the credit of the church at Ephesus, that they would have nothing to do with 

this creed. 

As God’s commendation is given to all the church’s, so too He has a criticism to 

make of most of the churches, and at Ephesus this is that they have lost their first 

love. Perhaps this is a valid criticism of many churches and Christians, we are so 

busy doing church and church type things that we forget why we are doing them. 

Let’s hold to the fact that; 

1Jo 4:19  We love him, because he first loved us.  

If this church at Ephesus, the first of the seven has a historical context this is then 

to be seen in the 1st century apostolic church, the church through the Acts of the 

Apostles until this age gives way to the persecuted church at Smyrna. 

Then finally, that is finally with this the first church, we see the final promise to the 

church. 

Rev 2: 7  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him 

who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the 

paradise of God. 

Now we must first of all determine what is meant by the expression, “overcome,” 

is this something extra to our faith and salvation? Of course not, for this then 

would be salvation by works. To overcome simply means to hold onto our faith; all 

these churches have different degrees of difficulty, different areas of struggle. It is 

not a message of beating these enemies, nor resisting them but simply holding 

fast to our faith. As individuals, we are not expected to beat Coronavirus but that 

we shouldn’t allow it to beat us, to allow it to get in the way of our faith. 

Ten times the “tree of life,” is mentioned in our Bibles. Four of these times, in the 

Proverbs they can be discounted as these are metaphorical descriptions, eg. 
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Pr 11:30 The fruit of the righteous [is] a tree of life; and he that winneth souls [is] 

wise. 

The first three times are found in Genesis, specifically in the Garden of Eden. You 

might remember that Adam and Eve ate of the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge 

of Good and Evil and because of this they are put out of Eden. So as to keep them 

from the Tree of Life. This then is the return of the Tree of Life to humankind, that 

thing, that source of eternal life, that God intended us to have from the very 

beginning… 

The second church is the saddest church, it is the persecuted church. In each of 

the churches, the message is from Christ, but He is described a different way. 

These are drawn from some of the descriptors of Christ that are found in the first 

chapter of the book. At Ephesus, he was the one with the seven stars, walking 

among the seven candlesticks, representing these churches in Asia, but to those 

at Smyrna, he was the one who was dead and is now alive. Ironically, of the seven 

churches, only this one in modern day Izmir continues. This is one of the two 

churches that receives no criticism from the Lord. 

The description of the Lord, being dead then live is also pertinent, for if we were 

to follow the historical context, then it is said that these ten days of tribulation 

corelates to ten distinct Roman Emperors whose torment and persecution was 

the greatest, I will detail these in the fuller notes, but these were from Nero in AD 

54 to Diocletian in AD 284. They were encouraged to be faithful even unto the 

point of death and they would receive the crown of life. A church that was poor 

but considered to be rich by Christ. The promise to the church at Smyrna is; 

Rev 2:11 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who 

overcomes will not be hurt at all by the second death. 

The second death is of course, the lake of fire, or if you want eternal damnation. 

Re 21:8 But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually 

immoral, those who practise magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—their place will be 

in the fiery lake of burning sulphur. This is the second death." 

As we see this virus ramping up in our midst, we do tend to become very precious 

about our lives. It was not a virus in Smyrna but real, hostile and very violent 

Roman persecution. The promise is not then that they would escape this, that 
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they would survive, for history tells us many perished but rather the promise is 

that the final death, the second death will have no effect on them, like their 

friends at Ephesus, they would eat of the tree of life.  

These days especially we are all very conscious of our own morality, and if we are 

not then the governments of the world are trying to emphasis this to us, trying to 

make us change our ways; t0 isolate, and to change our behaviours because of our 

mortality, but here we have it again, our eternal immortality, if we overcome and 

remain true, holding onto that which we know to be truth. 

The third church, the church at Pergamum (Pergamos) and is addressed by one 

holding the sharp two-edged sword in his hand. 

This was a church set on a hill. We must stop a moment here and note that 

although the previous church, Smyrna was marked by sustained persecution for 

that metaphorical ten days, this does not mean that other churches did not exhibit 

the same conditions. Indeed, it doesn’t mean that these features which were 

prevalent or marked out any specific church are exclusive to that church, or that 

they are not evident in any other particular church age. Pergamum is commended 

in that, despite the death of Antipas, they had held their faith. 

As a Roman city, it rivalled Ephesus in idol worship and one of the main gods that 

was worshipped there, was Asclepius, the son of Apollos and Coronis. There we 

have that word again. He is considered to be the god of healing.  His image as a 

human form, was significant in that it had a serpent entwined staff, presumably 

the image of the serpent was what led to the accusation that this was where 

Satan dwells. Interestingly enough, this image of the serpent entwined staff, 

remains the symbol of the American Medical Association. The literal church was 

characterised by compromise and the holding of the views, inconsistent with 

Christianity, held by those that followed Balaam and Nicolas. 

Symbolically, and as the third church of the Church Age, this was then the first 

“accepted” church coming as it does after the conversion of Constantine and the 

“legalising,” of Christianity, the “edict of Milan” in 313 AD. Having become legal 

and acceptable, the door was opened, and many would adopt this new legal faith, 

or at least superficially. They did not come alone, they brought with them their 

views and ideas, refusing to accept the teaching of the church, especially with 

regard to idol worship and sexual immorality. This then is the start of the 
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compromised church, and while we might, prophetically think it to be 

representative of the Church Age of the 4th to 6th Centuries, we must surely 

acknowledge that this is a challenge to today’s church, to hold true to the 

teaching of scripture regardless of political correctness or other of the world’s 

changing degrees of acceptability.  

The promise made to this church requires a little unravelling. 

Rev 2: 17 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him 

who overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give him a white 

stone with a new name written on it, known only to him who receives it. 

Those who hold fast, will receive three things: hidden manna, a white stone and a 

new name. None of which is immediately obvious. 

Manna of course, was God’s provision for the Children of Israel in the wilderness, 

this though was far from hidden, it was a very public demonstration of God’s 

providing and had to be gathered. So, I would be thinking that this hidden manna 

is God’s private provision for us, as is this new name, something secret between 

God and us. The white stone being synonymous with being found innocent, as 

opposed to the black stone of guilt. Of course, this too might have some 

connection to those twelve stones on the breastplate of the High Priest. We might 

not have any exact answers, but we do see these as being very personal and 

private, something between God and us. In the context then of a global church 

with thousands upon thousands of worshippers, millions even, there is still 

something very intimate and personal in each of our own individual relationships 

with our God. He remains a personal God. 

Finally, the fourth church is to be found at Thyatira and the church is addressed by 

the Son of God, who has eyes of flaming fire and fine brass. The character of Christ 

in the eyes, is seen here to be perceiving and piercing. This is a church who were 

being led, or misled, they couldn’t discern the evil among them. In many ways they 

were the opposite from Ephesus. There they could discern but they had lost their 

first love. Here in Thyatira they are being commended for their love but criticised 

for their lack of discernment. 

The feet of Christ are as burnished or white brass. Brass is usually associated with 

the altar, the place of sacrifice. Brass that is melted in a fire, has the impurities 

burnt off, not of course that Christ has any impurities, but the picture is of his 
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sinless, spotless sacrifice. So, I think we have in this double picture of Christ, his 

revealing look, exposing the error of the Thyatira, but walking among them as the 

sacrifice, a sacrifice tried and tested with fire. We need to remind ourselves that 

this is the Church Age, the Day of Salvation and the piercing eyes revealing our 

failings are made with a sense of conviction of sin, rather than punishment for sin, 

This picture is very similar to the man that spoke to Daniel in chapter 10 

Da 10:6 His body was like beryl, his face like the appearance of lightning, his eyes like 

flaming torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of burnished bronze, and the sound 

of his words like the sound of a multitude. 

This difference between the churches at Pergamum and Thyatira are to me only 

different by degree. Both were faithful and persevered, but both failed under the 

influence of others. In Pergamum, this was the Nicolaitans and Balaam, which led 

to sexual immorality and eating food offered to idols, the same condemnation 

that was in Thyatira, but this time this is attributed to the influence of Jezebel. 

This was the transition of the church into the Dark Ages. 

Jezebel, in New Testament times is unknown. This being the only reference to her. 

Obviously in the Old Testament, we know her as the foreign wife of Ahab, at the 

time of Elijah who lead Israel astray and into idolatry. And as it seems we are 

expected to know who she is; she must then have her type in Ahab’s Jezebel. 

2Ki 9:22 And when Joram saw Jehu, he said, “Is it peace, Jehu?” He answered, “What 

peace can there be, so long as the whorings and the sorceries of your mother Jezebel 

are so many?” 

So, when viewed in that regard it is difficult in a historical context to determine, if 

this is the case, when it was that the Church made the transition from the 

Pergamum Period to the Time of Thyatira. Some say 500 AD, others 600 AD and 

some 538 AD. Now the first two dates are obviously generalisations, when the 

state endorsed church, reached a greater level, one presumes of decadence. 

However, 538 seems unlikely to be a number which has been pulled out of the air. 

According to the Theology Department of Avondale University1, this was the year 

in which Justinian I, the Byzantine Roman Emperor, declared himself a theologian 

rather than a soldier. By this time the Western side of the Empire had collapsed, 

 
1 https://research.avondale.edu.au/theo_papers/135/ 



 Sunday Service: 29th March 2020 P a g e  | 11 
 

and although the title did not come into play until around 300 years2 later and not 

officially used until the 13th century, it is thought that these events in AD 538 

marked the start of the Holy Roman Empire. This was to be the fourth church age, 

and as we have previously seen the Holy Roman Empire, is that an unholy alliance 

between church and state, Thyatira and Jezebel and as we have already observed 

may make an appearance in later End Time considerations. 

We also noted that it is the same person of Christ speaking to all these churches 

but to each He is described in different ways, so that He is particularly relevant to 

the circumstances of any particular church. So then is the description of the 

rewards given to the overcomers, particularly pertinent to the people of that 

church and situation. This is not to be taken to mean, that some people shall 

achieve a white stone, others the tree of life, or as here Power over the nations. 

All His redeemed shall be partakers of every aspect of these rewards but 

depending on one’s circumstances which have been overcome, some might be 

more precious than others. 

In conclusion then we looked at 4 churches, which might or might not have 

parallels with the history of the church. 

We have thought of Ephesus, where they diligently work and are conscious of 

those that are evil among them, but in their work and efforts they have lost sight 

of the One they labour for. 

Those at Smyrna, who were to go through severe poverty and persecution, and 

yet persevered and held fast to their faith. God sees them as being rich. 

Then those at Pergamum, where they could not discern the evil among them but 

despite death, they valiantly held to the name of the Lord. 

And finally, the church at Thyatira, the opposite of Ephesus. A church where 

sexual wrong doings were accelerated from the church at Pergamum, but where 

they loved the Lord. 

Perhaps one of more of these describe, St George’s St or us as individuals, 

highlighting some of our credentials but also those areas that may require a little 

more work - despite this, the promises of God to those that overcome remain. 

 
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Roman_Empire 
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Our God and Father 

We thank you for the lessons we have learned from this short study, help us unlike 

that church at Ephesus to remember our first love but also to persevere and love like 

them. We remember the troubles that faced the church at Smyrna, and our Father, 

we in our generation today are facing unprecedented challenges, help us our Father 

to hold fast, to your word and to remind ourselves of our eternal hope, when much 

of our earthly hope is being compromised. 

Preserve us from false teaching and evil among us, as was experienced at Pergamum 

and Thyatira. 

Compared to these churches, Lord it would appear that our challenges today, are so 

much different, keep us safe and well, give us wisdom and may we so shine our lights 

before men, that they with us, might give all the glory to Your name. 

Ps 30:5  For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favour lasts a lifetime; weeping 

may remain for a night, but rejoicing comes in the morning. 

Whatever church we think best summarises where we are in our journey, the 

words of this old hymn, remind us that we cannot do it ourselves. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OOKaircCiGI  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OOKaircCiGI

